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Report  of  the 
Minister  of 
Education 
1987-88 

The  Honourable  Lincoln  M.  Alexander 
P.C.,  K.St.J.,  Q.C.,  B.A.,  LL.D. 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ontario 


Sir: 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present,  for  the  information  of  Your  Honour  and  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  the  annual  report  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  for  the  fiscal 
year  beginning  April  1,  1987,  and  ending  March  31,  1988. 

The  goal  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  is  to  provide  an  equal  opportunity  for  all 
the  students  in  Ontario's  elementary  and  secondary  schools  to  have  access  to 
education  that  is  stimulating,  relevant,  and  of  the  highest  quality. 

To  attain  its  goal  of  excellence  in  education,  the  ministry  works  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  publicly  elected  school  boards  of  the  province  to  ensure  that  a  broad 
range  of  quality  programs  is  provided  by  every  school  board. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Chris  Ward 
Minister  of  Education 


The  Honourable  Chris  Ward 
Minister  of  Education 


Mr.  Ward: 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  for 
the  1987-88  fiscal  year.  The  report  contains  detailed  information  about  the  many 
programs  and  activities  undertaken  by  the  ministry  during  the  period. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


BernardJ.  Shapiro 
Deputy  Minister 
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Introduction  ^n  1987-88,  the  Ontario  Ministry  of 

Education  introduced  significant  refine- 
ments and  improvements  in  existing  educa- 
tional policies  and  programs  as  well  as  a 
variety  of  exciting  initiatives,  all  of  which 
were  designed  to  provide  and  promote 
education  that  is  stimulating,  relevant,  and 
of  the  highest  quality. 

The  changes  introduced  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  include  the  introduction  of 
province-wide  assessment  of  current  pro- 
grams through  the  Provincial  Review 
program,  the  gradual  reduction  of  class  size 
in  Grades  1  and  2  to  a  pupil-teacher  ratio  of 
twenty  to  one  within  three  years,  a  dramatic 
increase  in  support  for  co-operative  educa- 
tion, the  renewal  of  science  education  in  the 
Primary  andjunior  Divisions,  the  introduc- 
tion of  compulsory  education  about  AIDS, 
the  establishment  of  a  partnership  with  the 
Ministry  of  Community  and  Social  Services 
for  the  support  of  child  care  services,  and 
the  creation  of  Independent  Learning  Centre 
storefront  services  in  London  and  Ottawa  to 
provide  better  local  access  to  ILC  courses. 

The  1987-88  fiscal  year  saw  significant 
progress  in  the  implementation  of  both 
Bill  30,  which  extends  funding  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  secondary  schools,  and  Bill  75,  the 
province's  minority-language  legislation. 


The  challenge  of  ensuring  the  relevance  of 
education  was  highlighted  during  the  year 
by  the  release  of  the  Ontario  Study  of  the 
Relevance  of  Education,  and  the  Issue  of 
Dropouts  by  George  Radwanski.  The  report 
inspired  great  debate  and  discussion  on 
many  fundamental  issues  in  education, 
while  highlighting  the  importance  of  some 
existing  ministry  programs  such  as  the 
Student  Retention  and  Transition  Project. 

The  implementation  of  Ontario  Schools, 
Intermediate  and  Senior  Divisions 
(Grades  7-12/OACs):  Program  and  Diploma 
Requirements,  1984  (OSIS)  and  the  release 
of  new  guidelines  for  the  Intermediate  and 
Senior  Divisions  continued  during  the  year. 

Throughout  this  year  of  tremendous  activ- 
ity and  interest  in  education,  the  ministry 
continued  to  pursue  the  establishment  of 
policy  initiatives  and  to  review  its  general 
and  longer-term  priorities.  These  initiatives 
and  priorities,  which  are  reflected  in  detail 
in  the  activities  described  in  this  report, 
include: 

►  Learning  Skills  in  the  Early  Years 

To  place  a  new  emphasis  on  learning 
skills  in  elementary  education. 

►  Preparation  for  Adulthood 

To  help  young  people  prepare  for  adult- 
hood and  employment  through  curricu- 
lum renewal  at  the  general  and  basic 
levels,  improved  linkages  between  school 
and  work,  and  new  approaches  to  the 
dropout  problem. 

►  An  Extended  Role  for  Schools  in  Support 
of  Children,  Their  Families,  and  the 
Community 

To  encourage  school  boards  to  partici- 
pate, as  partners,  in  initiatives  to  address 
family-  and  community-related  activities, 
including  child  care  and  adult  basic  and 
continuing  education. 

►  Improved  Partnerships 

To  broaden  the  range  of  partnerships 
within  government,  education,  and 
Ontario  society  so  as  to  increase  sensi- 
tivity to  diverse  needs  and  the  require- 
ment to  demonstrate  the  effectiveness  of 
Ontario  education. 
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►  Funding  of  the  School  System 

To  adopt  a  proactive  approach  to  the 
operating  and  capital  funding  needs  of 
school  boards  over  the  medium  term. 

►  Integrated  Management 

To  improve  the  functioning  on  an  inte- 
grated basis  of  the  ministry's  planning, 
policy  development,  and  technology  and 
human  resource  management  processes. 


The  ministry  looks  forward  to  reviewing 
and  improving  on  its  activities  in  these  and 
other  areas  of  policy  priority.  The  1987-88 
accomplishments  have  provided  a  solid 
foundation  on  which  the  ministry  can 
continue  to  build  in  its  determination  to 
ensure  that  Ontario  students  have  access  to 
high-quality  education  that  is  responsive  to 
current  needs. 


Centre  for  Early 
Childhood  and 
Elementary 
Education 


The  Centre  for  Early  Childhood  and  Ele- 
mentary Education  carried  out  the  follow- 
ing projects  during  the  1987-88  fiscal  year. 

Education  Programs 

Acquired  Immune  Deficiency 
Syndrome  Project 

Effective  September  1987,  education  about 
Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome 
(AIDS)  became  compulsory  in  Ontario 
health  education  programs. 

The  centre  assisted  in  the  development  of  a 
resource  document,  Education  About  AIDS, 
intended  for  use  in  the  health  education 
program  in  Grade  7  or  8  and  in  the  compul- 
sory credit  course  in  physical  and  health 
education  in  secondary  schools.  The 
document  was  distributed  to  schools  in 
October  1987. 


Curriculum  Renewal  in  the  Primary 
and  Junior  Divisions 

The  Minister  of  Education  has  approved  a 
proposal  to  renew  curriculum  policy  that 
defines  programs  in  publicly  funded 
English-  and  French-language  schools 
across  the  province.  The  renewal  initiative 
will  consist  of  reviewing  and  updating  the 
existing  curriculum  requirements  and 
adding  new  areas  of  study.  It  is  expected 
that  the  changes  to  curriculum  policy  will 
be  carried  out  in  stages  over  a  three-year 
period.  The  education  community  will  be 
involved  in  the  process. 

Heritage  Languages 

In  the  document  Proposal  for  Action: 
Ontario's  Heritage  Languages  Program,  which 
was  released  in  June  1987,  the  Ministry  of 
Education  offered  for  discussion  five  initia- 
tives for  improving  the  Heritage  Languages 
Program.  The  ministry  proposed:  to  require 
school  boards  to  provide  a  Heritage  Lan- 
guages Program  where  there  is  demand  for 
one;  to  provide  funds  to  encourage  school 
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boards  to  sponsor  in-service  training 
for  heritage  language  instructors;  to 
produce  a  program  resource  guide;  to 
develop  learning  materials  for  students 
in  the  program;  and  to  provide  sup- 
port for  the  gathering  and  sharing  of 
information  on  methods  of  teaching 
or  scheduling  that  boards  have  found 
to  be  successful. 

Members  of  the  public  were  invited  to 
submit  their  responses  to  these  pro- 
posals by  September  1987.  A  total  of 
1504  responses  were  received  from 
individuals,  ethno-cultural  organiza- 
tions, various  community  groups, 
school  boards,  education  associations, 
and  home  and  school  groups.  An 
analysis  of  the  responses  showed  that 
respondents  agreed  on  the  need  to 
improve  access  to  heritage  language 
programs  and  to  provide  learning 
materials  and  resources.  Recommen- 
dations for  further  action  are  under 
consideration. 

Mathematics 

In  May  1987,  Geometry,  Junior 
Division  was  released  by  the  Ministry 
of  Education.  This  publication  was 
prepared  to  assist  principals  and  teach- 
ers to  implement  the  learning  oppor- 
tunities set  out  in  The  Formative  Years, 
and  provides  learning  experiences  that 
allow  children  to  be  actively  involved 
in  the  learning  process.  Workshops  to 
acquaint  school  board  personnel  with 
Geometry,  Junior  Division  were  pro- 
vided by  the  Ministry  of  Education 
regional  offices. 


Science  in  Primary  and  Junior 
Education 

The  ministry  announced  the  renewal 
of  science  education  in  the  Primary 
andjunior  Divisions  in  October  1986 
in  Science  in  Primary  and  Junior 
Education:  A  Statement  of  Direction. 

Of  the  twenty-four  initiatives  an- 
nounced in  the  statement,  the  follow- 
ing have  been  implemented:  the 
curriculum  policy  document  Science  Is 
Happening  Here/Les  sciences,  unjeu 
d'enfant  was  published  in  1988;  subsi- 
dies have  been  allocated  to  boards  for 
the  purchase  of  curriculum  documents 
developed  by  boards;  four  fellowships 
have  been  allocated  for  doctoral  and 
postdoctoral  study  in  elementary 
science  education;  Regulation  269  has 
been  amended  to  provide  for  a  three- 
session  additional  qualification 
course,  Science  in  Primary  andjunior 
Education;  an  inventory  of  resource 
people  for  professional-development 
activities  has  been  developed;  grants 
for  in-service  teacher  education  have 
been  allocated  to  school  boards; 
a  network  of  Ontario  teachers  of 
elementary  science  is  being  developed 
and  a  newsletter  for  Ontario  has  been 
started;  workshops  for  principals  and 
superintendents  are  being  organized; 
funding  has  been  provided  for  the 
development  of  student  learning 
materials;  and  videotapes  have  been 
produced  to  inform  the  public  of  the 
renewal  process. 


Support  Services 

Child  Care  in  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Schools 

A  major  priority  for  the  Government 
of  Ontario  is  the  development  of  a 
comprehensive  range  of  child  care  serv- 
ices. While  the  Ministry  of  Commu- 
nity and  Social  Services  continues  to 
provide  overall  leadership  in  the  deliv- 
ery of  these  services,  the  Ministry  of 
Education  has  assumed  an  active 
supporting  role. 

The  Ministry  of  Education  has  allo- 
cated $11.1  million  in  capital  funds 
for  the  construction  of  child  care 
facilities  in  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  that  will  be  built  in  1988-89, 
and  has  established  formal  links  with 
the  Ministry  of  Community  and  Social 
Services  to  solve  any  problems  con- 
cerning the  provision  of  these  facili- 
ties. In  addition,  the  Ministry  of 
Education  has  issued,  with  the 
Ministry  of  Community  and  Social 
Services,  a  joint  ministers'  statement 
to  explain  the  current  role  of  the 
Ministry  of  Education  and  of  school 
boards  in  supporting  the  provision  of 
child  care  services  for  school-age 
children,  and  has  issued  bulletins  to 
school  boards  to  answer  questions 
they  have  raised. 

Learning-Skills  Project 

This  project,  designed  to  help  teachers 
improve  children's  basic  learning  skills, 
was  launched  in  February  1988.  It 
will  focus  on  four  areas:  understand- 
ing how  children  learn;  developing 
more  effective  teaching  strategies; 
developing  more  effective  techniques 
for  assessing  student  achievement;  and 
identifying  better  ways  of  reporting 
student  achievement  to  parents.  Six 
publicly  funded  school  boards  from 
across  Ontario  have  been  selected  on 
a  competitive  basis  to  operate  each  of 
six  learning-skills  projects.  Funds  will 
be  allocated  to  each  project  for  three 
years  at  up  to  $250  000  per  year.  The 
projects  will  become  an  important 
source  of  information,  ideas,  and 
resource  materials  for  Ontario 
teachers. 
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Reduction  of  Class  Size  in 
Grades  1  and  2 

The  government  believes  that  the  quality 
of  education  in  the  early  years  of  schooling 
is  enhanced  in  smaller  classes  because 
teachers  have  more  opportunity  to  give  indi- 
vidual attention  to  children.  Therefore,  the 
government  has  announced  its  commitment 
to  reduce  class  size  in  Grades  1  and  2  to  a 
pupil-teacher  ratio  of  twenty  to  one  by 
1990.  To  implement  this  reduction,  the 
government  will  provide  approximately 
$330  million  in  funding  over  a  three-year 
period.  As  the  first  instalment  of  this  fund- 
ing, $22.6  million  will  be  distributed  to 
school  boards  between  September  1988 
and  December  1988. 

Subsidies  for  Purchase  of 
Learning  Materials 

Since  children  learn  best  when  they  can  use 
a  wide  variety  of  learning  materials,  the 
government  has  allocated  $37  million  over 
a  three-year  period  to  assist  school  boards 


with  the  purchase  of  these  materials.  Six 
million  dollars  will  be  distributed  to  school 
boards  in  1988  for  the  purchase  of  such 
print  and  non-print  materials  as  maps, 
storybooks,  posters,  reference  materials, 
puzzles,  construction  materials,  videos, 
and  measuring  devices  for  children  in  the 
Primary  and  Junior  Divisions.  These  mate- 
rials do  not  include  textbooks  or  computer 
software  and  hardware. 

In  addition,  $  13  million  will  be  provided 
over  a  three-year  period  to  assist  boards 
with  the  implementation  of  the  new  science 
guideline  for  the  Intermediate  Division.  Of 
this  amount,  $3  million  will  be  distributed 
in  1988.  School  boards  will  use  these  funds 
to  buy  science  teaching  aids,  laboratory 
equipment  and  supplies,  and  learning  mate- 
rials other  than  textbooks,  and  to  provide 
professional  development  for  science 
teachers. 


Centre  for 
Secondary  and 
Adult  Education 


The  activities  in  which  the  Centre  for 
Secondary  and  Adult  Education  was 
involved  during  the  past  fiscal  year  are 
outlined  below. 

Acquired  Immune  Deficiency 
Syndrome  Project 

Education  about  Acquired  Immune 
Deficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS)  became 
compulsory  in  Ontario  health  education 
programs  in  September  1987. 

The  Centre  for  Secondary  and  Adult 
Education,  in  co-operation  with  the  Centre 
for  Early  Childhood  and  Elementary 
Education,  developed  materials  for  two  units 
of  study  on  AIDS.  The  materials,  entitled 
Education  About  AIDS,  were  distributed  to 
schools  in  October  1987,  for  use  in  the 
health  education  program  in  Grade  7  or  8 
and  in  the  compulsory  credit  course  in 
physical  and  health  education  in  secondary 
schools. 


The  ministry  contracted  TVOntario  to  assist 
in  the  implementation  of  the  education 
program  on  AIDS.  Eight  seconded  teachers 
have  been  working  with  TVOntario  during 
the  1987-88  school  year  to  provide  in- 
service  and  training  sessions  throughout 
the  province  for  staff  members  of  school 
boards  and  parents. 

Continuing  Education 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  responses  to  the 
recommendations  in  For  Adults  Only,  the 
report  of  the  Continuing  Education  Review 
Project  on  the  future  policy,  organization, 
and  funding  for  continuing  education  pro- 
grams supported  by  the  Ontario  Ministries 
of  Education,  Colleges  and  Universities,  and 
Skills  Development,  were  analysed  by  an 
interministerial  committee  composed  of 
representatives  from  each  of  the  three 
ministries. 


Educating  Adults,  the  report  of  the 
Ontario  Association  for  Continuing 
Education  (O.A.C.E.)  and  the  Ontario 
Association  of  Education  Administra- 
tive Officials  (O.A.E.A.O.),  was 
submitted  to  the  Minister  in  Novem- 
ber 1987.  It  contained  recommen- 
dations concerning  the  costs  of 
continuing  education  in  Ontario. 

The  Centre  for  Secondary  and  Adult 
Education  has  initiated  the  develop- 
ment of  a  policy  statement  and  a 
guideline  for  continuing  education. 
These  documents  will  take  into 
account  the  recommendations  pre- 
sented by  all  the  groups  that  submit- 
ted reports  on  continuing  education. 
The  policy  statement  and  guideline 
are  intended  to  provide  a  clear,  coher- 
ent, and  comprehensive  policy  for 
adult  and  continuing  education  pro- 
grams offered  through  school  boards 
in  Ontario. 

Continuing  Education:  A  Resource 
Document,  which  deals  with  continu- 
ing education  for  adults,  was  released 
to  school  boards  in  August  1987.  It 
contains  sections  on  ways  to  meet  the 
needs  of  adult  learners,  adult  basic 
education,  second-language  programs 
(English  or  Erench),  and  general- 
interest  programming. 

The  grant  formula  announced  for  1987 
has  been  extended  for  1988,  with  the 
fixed  dollar  amount  for  grant  eligible 
continuing  education  programs  set  at 
S 1986  for  each  full-time  equivalent 
pupil  enrolled  in  the  program.  The 
formula  was  designed  to  cover  fully 
the  recognized  costs  incurred  by 
school  boards  that  provide  continuing 
education  programs  and  to  enable 
adults  to  enrol  in  adult  education 
programs  free  of  charge. 

The  number  of  school  boards  that 
offer  adult  and  continuing  education 
programs  has  continued  to  increase, 


with  eighty-seven  boards  offering  pro- 
grams in  1987.  The  number  of  adults 
participating  in  these  programs  has 
also  been  increasing  as  the  number  of 
available  programs  increases  and  the 
concept  of  adults  returning  to  school 
becomes  more  widely  accepted. 

Co-operative  Education 

Co-operative  education  programs  inte- 
grate classroom  theory  with  on-the- 
job  experience.  Traditionally,  the  areas 
of  co-operative  education  have  been 
business  education,  community  pro- 
grams, and  technological  education. 
However,  co-operative  education  pro- 
grams in  English,  French,  theatre  arts, 
science,  mathematics,  and  geography 
have  been  expanding  rapidly  in  recent 
years. 

Students  at  all  academic  levels  benefit 
from  co-operative  education  programs. 
As  well  as  enabling  them  to  acquire 
first-hand  knowledge  and  experience, 
these  programs  provide  students  with 
opportunities  to  develop  important 
life  skills,  such  as  those  related  to 
interpersonal  relationships  and  self- 
discipline.  These  skills,  along  with  an 
understanding  of  the  world  of  work, 
greatly  facilitate  students'  transition 
from  school  to  the  workplace. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  school 
boards  have  received  financial  assist- 
ance through  the  Co-operative  Edu- 
cation and  Transition-to-Employment 


Incentive  Fund,  which  was  established 
on  April  1,  1986.  Thirteen  million 
dollars  will  be  provided  by  the  prov- 
ince on  a  shared-cost  basis  over  the 
three-year  span  of  the  program,  which 
will  end  on  March  31,  1989.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  fund  is  to  assist  school 
boards  to  initiate  or  expand  their 
co-operative  education  programs  and 
their  transition-to-employment 
programs  for  school-leavers. 

In  July  1987,  the  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion announced  the  availability  of  a 
new  set  of  initiatives  entitled  Access  to 
Employment:  A  Plan  of  Action  for 
Co-operative  Education  in  Ontario. 
These  initiatives,  which  will  be  funded 
by  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  will 
cost  $4.5  million,  will  complement 
the  programs  created  under  the  Co- 
operative Education  and  Transition- 
to-Employment  Incentive  Fund.  They 
are  designed  to  ensure  that  the  learn- 
ing experience  at  the  worksite  will  be 
relevant  to  the  student's  program  of 
study,  promote  the  value  of  this  form 
of  learning  to  students,  parents,  and 
employers,  and  increase  enrolment 
from  special  populations  that  are 
currently  underrepresented  in  co- 
operative education  courses,  in  par- 
ticular Francophones,  Native  students, 
the  trainable  mentally  retarded,  and 
students  who  belong  to  visible  minor- 
ity groups. 
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Document  Development 

Several  curriculum  guidelines  and  sup- 
port documents  were  released  during 
the  1987-88  fiscal  year,  and  others 
were  in  production.  The  new  curricu- 
lum guidelines  reflect  the  policy 
requirements  set  forth  in  Ontario 
Schools,  Intermediate  and  Senior  Divi- 
sions (Grades  7-12/ OACs):  Program  and 
Diploma  Requirements,  1984  (OSIS). 
In  all  the  new  guidelines,  courses 
intended  for  Grades  9  to  12  are 
designed  at  three  levels  of  difficulty  - 
basic,  general,  and  advanced.  OACs 
are  at  the  advanced  level  only. 

Business  studies.  This  guideline 
consists  of  eleven  sections  outlining 
the  policy  and  the  courses  that  may 
form  part  of  a  business  studies 
program.  Business  studies  courses 
may  be  offered  in  Grades  9  to  12  and 
as  OACs. 

Ten  of  the  eleven  sections  in  English 
and  five  sections  in  French  have  been 
released. 

Classical  studies.  Guidelines  were 
released  in  both  English  and  French 
for  OACs  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  classical 
civilization  during  the  1987-88  fiscal 
year.  The  revision  of  the  guideline  for 
courses  leading  up  to  the  OACs  as 
well  as  for  general  level  courses  is 
under  way. 

Dietary  supervisors.  The  revision  of 
the  guideline  for  dietary  supervisors, 
to  be  entitled  "Food  and  Nutrition 
Sciences",  continued. 

English.  A  revised  guideline  for  the 
Intermediate  and  Senior  Divisions  was 
released  in  September  1987. 

English  as  a  second  language.  A  revised 
guideline  for  the  Intermediate  and 
Senior  Divisions  was  in  production, 
and  publication  by  the  fall  of  1988  is 
anticipated. 


Family  studies.  The  revised  guideline 
for  the  Intermediate  and  Senior  Divi- 
sions and  the  OAC  was  released  in 
September  1987. 

Eashion  arts.  The  draft  of  the  fashion 
arts  guideline  for  the  Senior  Division 
was  distributed  for  validation. 

Erancais.  The  guideline  for/ranfais 
was  released  in  August  1987. 

Geography.  Revised  guidelines  out- 
lining the  geography  program  for 
Grades  7  to  12  and  the  OACs  have 
been  completed  and  will  be  printed 
in  1988. 

History  and  contemporary  studies. 

Parts  C  and  D  of  this  guideline  were 
released  in  English  and  French  during 
the  past  fiscal  year. 

Modern  languages.  The  development 
of  a  new  guideline  continued.  It  will 
include  German,  Italian,  and  Spanish, 
as  well  as  other  European,  Eastern, 
and  Oriental  languages  that  until 
now  have  been  offered  only  as 
experimental  courses. 

Music.  The  production  of  the  music 
guideline  for  the  Intermediate  and 
Senior  Divisions  is  expected  to  begin 
in  the  summer  of  1988. 

Physical  and  health  education.  The 

draft  of  the  revised  Intermediate  and 
Senior  Division  curriculum  guideline 
was  distributed  for  validation. 

Science.  The  revision  of  all  the  science 
courses  continued  during  the  past 
fiscal  year,  and  seven  parts  of  the  new 
Intermediate  and  Senior  Division 
guideline  were  released.  In  addition, 
an  implementation  package  of  audio- 
visual materials,  which  will  be  used  in 
workshops  designed  to  acquaint 
administrators  and  teachers  with  the 
philosophy  of  the  new  guideline,  was 
developed  in  co-operation  with  the 
Science  Teachers  Association  of 
Ontario  and  the  Science  Consultants 
and  Co-ordinators  Association. 


The  Centre  for  Secondary  and  Adult 
Education  has  been  actively  involved 
in  the  1988  Provincial  Reviews  for 
chemistry  and  physics  as  well  as  the 
development  of  chemistry  and 
physics  assessment  instruments  in 
English  and  French  for  the  Ontario 
Assessment  Instrument  Pool/ Banque 
d'instruments  de  mesure  de  VOntario 
(OAIP/BIMO). 

Technological  studies.  Part  B  of  the 
technological  studies  guideline, 
which  contains  the  new  subject 
guidelines  for  technological  courses  in 
Grades  7  to  12,  is  composed  of  ten 
separate  sections  corresponding  to 
the  ten  subject  groupings.  Nine  of  the 
ten  sections  in  English  and  eight 
sections  in  French  have  now  been 
distributed  to  schools  and  boards. 
Part  C,  which  outlines  the  OACs  in 
technological  studies,  was  released  in 
May  1987. 

French  As  a  Second  Language 

Ontario  elementary  school 
French-as-a-second-language  (FSL) 
programs  have  continued  to  increase 
in  scope  and  variety.  Since  Septem- 
ber 1987,  all  Ontario  school  boards 
must  provide  instruction  in  core 
French  in  Grades  4  to  8  and  enable 
their  English-speaking  students  to 
accumulate  a  minimum  of  600  hours 
of  French  instruction  by  the  end  of 
Grade  8. 

The  decision  to  introduce  core  French 
programs  before  Grade  4  or  to  initiate 
extended  or  immersion  French 
programs  remains  with  the  school 
boards. 

Eighty  school  boards,  or  52  per  cent 
of  all  boards,  offered  extended  or 
immersion  French  programs  in 
1987-88;  this  represents  an  increase 
of  four  boards  since  1986. 
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Boards  are  encouraged  to  build 
secondary  school  programs  on  the 
foundation  laid  by  elementary  FSL 
programs.  One  credit  in  FSL  is  com- 
pulsory for  the  Ontario  Secondary 
School  Diploma,  and  start-up  funds 
are  available  in  the  general  legislative 
grants  to  encourage  the  continuance 
of  immersion  French  and  extended 
French  programs  at  the  secondary 
school  level. 

Guidance 

The  provision  of  learning  opportu- 
nities and  experiences  that  focus  on 
the  acquisition  of  skills  and  attitudes 
required  for  an  effective  transition 
from  school  to  employment  and/or  to 
postsecondary  education  is  an 
essential  component  of  the  school 
guidance  program.  The  guidance 
curriculum  guideline  sets  out  the 
requirements  of  the  program  for 
Grades  7  to  12. 

The  Job  Search  Skills  Program 
package,  which  consists  of  several 
modules,  will  be  introduced  to  all 
schools  with  Grades  7  and  8  in  1989. 
The  program  will  provide  schools 
with  access  to  computer  and  video 
resources  aimed  at  helping  Grade  7 
and  8  students  explore  a  variety  of 
occupations  and  understand  the 
relationship  of  secondary  school 
courses  to  the  development  of  future 
work  and  employability  skills. 

The  modules  designed  for  use  by 
secondary  school  students  will  also  be 
available  by  1989.  They  will  provide 
students  with  a  variety  of  job  search 
strategies  and  help  them  develop  job 
application  skills. 


The  Linkage  I  Program 

The  Linkage  I  program  aligns  the 
contents  often  secondary  school 
subjects  in  technological  studies  with 
the  in-school  components  of  appren- 
ticeship and  modular-training  pro- 
grams. Graduates  of  the  program  who 
continue  their  training  in  these  occu- 
pations receive  recognition  for  the 
learning  that  they  achieve  while  in 
secondary  school.  Approximately 
6000  students  were  involved  in  the 
program  during  the  1987-88  school 
year. 

Native  Education 

Part  A  of  the  curriculum  guideline 
entitled  Native  Languages,  1987  was 
released  in  June.  This  publication  pro- 
vides direction  for  the  organization  of 
courses  of  study  for  a  Native  language 
taught  as  a  second  language  in  the 
Primaryjunior,  Intermediate,  and 
Senior  Divisions.  In  addition,  prepa- 
ration of  a  support  document  for  the 
teaching  of  Native  languages  was 
begun  during  the  1987-88  fiscal  year. 
This  publication  will  outline  general 
second-language  teaching  techniques 
as  well  as  providing  specific  teaching 
strategies  and  resources  for  Native- 
language  teachers. 

Implementation  of  the  Native-language  - 
as-a-second-language  (NSL)  program 
began  in  September  1987.  All  courses 


in  an  NSL  program  must  be  developed 
from  the  new  guideline  Native  Lan- 
guages, 1987,  Part  A.  Four  Native- 
language  consultants  have  been  sec- 
onded to  the  Ministry  of  Education  to 
help  co-ordinate  and  implement  the 
NSL  program. 

Start-up  funds  are  available  in  the 
general  legislative  grants  to  encourage 
school  boards  to  offer  the  NSL  pro- 
gram. Information  about  the  program 
is  available  to  parents,  educators,  and 
the  public  in  a  booklet  entitled 
Ontario's  NSL  Program:  Teaching  and 
Learning  a  Native  Language  As  a 
Second  Language. 

Implementation  of  the  People  of  Native 
Ancestry  (PONA)  series  of  curricular 
materials  continued  in  1987-88,  and 
the  development  of  a  curriculum 
guideline  for  Native  studies  in  the 
Intermediate  Division  was  initiated. 
This  new  document  will  replace  the 
existing  PONA  series  resource  guide 
for  the  Intermediate  Division. 

The  Native  Language  Teachers'  Certi- 
fication Program  continued.  The  three- 
session  summer  program  is  held  in 
two  locations  -  Lakehead  University 
in  Thunder  Bay  for  Algonquian- 
language  teachers  (Cree,  Delaware, 
Ojibwe)  and  The  University  of 
Western  Ontario  in  London  for 
Iroquoian-language  teachers  (Cayuga, 
Mohawk,  Oneida). 
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The  Native  Counsellor's  Training 
Program  continued  to  provide  Native 
counsellors  with  the  essential  skills, 
knowledge,  and  experience  they 
require  to  counsel  Native  students  in 
elementary  and  secondary  schools. 
Fourteen  graduates  of  the  program 
were  granted  the  Native  Counsellor's 
Certificate  by  the  Minister  of  Education 
in  the  summer  of  1987.  Since  the 
three-summer  program  began, 
142  graduates  have  received  this 
certificate. 

Student  Guidance 
Information  Service 

The  Student  Guidance  Information 
Service  (SGIS)  is  a  computer-based 
information  retrieval  system  that  pro- 
vides career  information.  It  is  avail- 
able to  students  in  the  Intermediate 
and  Senior  Divisions  in  both  English 
and  French. 

SGIS  has  an  extensive  data  base,  which 
consists  of  descriptions  of  approxi- 
mately 1000  occupations.  It  also 
includes  information  on  educational 
requirements,  postsecondary  institu- 
tions, and  other  guidance-related 
matters.  The  SGIS  data  base  is  updated 
on  an  ongoing  basis  so  that  it  provides 
current  information  in  the  area  of 
career  education. 

As  students  have  come  to  expect  the 
immediate  feedback  of  information 
made  possible  by  classroom  micro- 
computers, the  batch-processing  mode 
of  delivering  SGIS  career  information 
has  become  outdated.  The  SGIS  career 
information  will  become  available  to 
schools  on  microcomputers  beginning 
in  late  1988.  The  SGIS  microcomputer 
program  will  form  one  module  of  the 
Job  Search  Skills  Program  package. 
Full  implementation  of  this  program 
is  expected  by  1989. 


Student  Retention  and 
Transition  Project 

The  Student  Retention  and  Transition 
Project  was  established  in  May  1987 
to  develop,  administer,  and  co-ordinate 
provincial  policies,  programs,  pilot 
projects,  and  incentive  funds  related 
to  the  drop-out  problem.  The  purpose 
of  the  project  is  to  help  fulfil  the  gov- 
ernment's commitment,  contained  in 
the  Speech  From  the  Throne  of  April 
1987,  to  reduce  the  drop-out  rate  in 
Ontario  schools  by  one-third  within 
five  years. 

In  the  first  year  of  its  operation, 
emphasis  was  placed  by  the  project 
members  on  creating  an  awareness 
and  understanding  of  the  drop-out 
problem.  To  this  end,  the  project 
funded  various  research  projects  and 
twelve  pilot  projects,  produced  publi- 
cations, organized  conferences,  and 
offered  teacher  in-service  workshops. 


Visual  Arts 

Workshops  for  teachers  of  the  visual 
arts  OAC  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the 
province  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 
The  workshops,  which  are  based  on  a 
handbook  that  had  been  prepared 
during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  are 
designed  to  ensure  consistency  in  eval- 
uation of  the  OAC.  Teachers  have  been 
asked  to  collect  examples  of  student 
portfolios  and  examinations  during 
the  upcoming  school  year  for  use  in 
the  evaluation  process. 

Production  of  the  support  document 
entitled  "Viewing  Art  for  the  Interme- 
diate and  Senior  Divisions"  was  under 
way  in  1987-88.  Designed  to  enhance 
the  history  component  of  the  visual 
arts  guideline,  this  document  will  focus 
on  Canadian  artists,  women  as  artists, 
and  suggested  teaching  strategies. 
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Computers  in 
Education  Centre 


The  Computers  in  Education  Centre 
provides  support  and  leadership  in  the 
development  and  use  of  communication 
and  information  technologies  in  order  to 
enhance  teaching  and  learning  in  Ontario 
classrooms.  During  the  1987-88  fiscal  year, 
the  centre  provided  for  the  acquisition, 
licensing,  and  distribution  of  French-  and 
English-language  educational  software  for 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  through 
the  Ontario  Educational  Software  Service  at 
TVOntario.  ONTERIS,  a  unit  within  the 
centre,  continued  the  development  of  online 
databases  containing  research  and  reports 
on  education,  curriculum  documents, 
educational  software,  and  other  learning 
materials. 


aspects  of  provincial  policy  in  this  area.  The 
council  is  chaired  by  Dr.  Wes  Graham,  Dean 
of  Computing  Studies  at  the  University  of 
Waterloo,  and  is  composed  of  representa- 
tives from  the  software  industry  and  the 
educational  community.  This  year,  the 
council  studied  the  ministry's  draft 
document  "Functional  Requirements  for 
Microcomputers  for  Educational  Use  in 
Ontario  Schools,  Stage  II".  In  Decem- 
ber 1987,  the  council  recommended  to 
the  Minister  that  a  wider  selection  of  hard- 
ware and  software  systems  become  eligible 
for  subsidies  under  the  ministry's 
Grant-Eligible  Microcomputer  Systems 
(G.E.M.S.)  program. 


The  Minister's  Council  on  Educational  Tech- 
nology was  established  in  September  1987 
to  provide  advice  to  the  Minister  on  all 


Special  Education    Special  Education 


and  Provincial 
Schools 


The  Education  Act  ensures  that  all  pupils, 
regardless  of  exceptionality  have  access  to 
special  education  programs  and  services. 
School  boards  have  the  autonomy  to  develop 
educational  programs  and  services  to  meet 
the  needs  of  their  exceptional  pupils,  pro- 
vided that  they  do  so  within  the  framework 
of  the  Education  Act,  the  regulations,  and 
other  ministry  policy  documents. 

The  Special  Education  and  Provincial 
Schools  Branch  and  ministry  officials  within 
the  six  regional  offices  provide  leadership  in 
the  development  of  policies  and  procedures 
related  to  special  education. 

School  boards  continue  to  review  and  refine 
their  special  education  plans.  In  May  1987, 
each  school  board  submitted  a  report  on  its 
special  education  programs  and  services  to 
the  Minister  of  Education.  The  reports  were 
reviewed  by  ministry  officials,  and  each 
board  was  informed  of  the  results  of  the 
review. 


During  the  past  year,  the  ministry  began  a 
review  of  Regulation  274,  "Special  Educa- 
tion Programs  and  Services",  which  requires 
all  school  boards  to  examine  their  special 
education  programs  regularly  and  submit 
reports  to  the  ministry. 
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The  three  project  committees  estab- 
lished during  the  previous  fiscal  year 
continued  to  revise  and  extend  three 
resource  documents  for  special 
education:  one  for  pupils  with  physi- 
cal disabilities,  one  for  pupils  with 
moderate  and  severe  intellectual  disa- 
bilities, and  one  for  pupils  who  are 
hearing  impaired.  Revised  versions  of 
the  Handbook  for  Teachers  of  Students 
With  Learning  Disabilities  and  of  Vision 
were  distributed  to  the  schools  of  the 
province.  These  publications  deal  with 
students  from  all  four  divisions  of  the 
school  system  and  provide  teachers 
with  suggestions  for  the  development 
and  implementation  of  instructional 
programs.  Bridges  to  Employment  for 
Students  With  Disabilities:  A  Resource 
Guide  for  School-to-Work  Transition 
(SWT)  Programs  has  been  developed 
jointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Education 
and  the  Ministry  of  Labour.  It  will  be 
available  for  distribution  to  school 
boards  in  the  near  future. 

Special  education  teacher  education 
continued  to  receive  attention.  The 
special  education  additional  qualifi- 
cations courses,  designed  to  facilitate 
modifications  in  course  format  and 
to  provide  teachers  with  increased 
opportunities  for  specialized  training, 
were  implemented  successfully  in  the 
summer  of  1987.  A  revision  of  the 
resource  document  that  had  been 
developed  to  assist  the  staff  of  the 
faculties  of  education  in  designing 
these  courses  was  begun. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  through  its 
Home  Care  Program,  co-operates  with 
the  Ministry  of  Education  to  provide 
access  for  students  with  special  health 
support  needs  to  educational  programs 
in  schools.  While  school  boards  pro- 
vide services  for  the  largest  number  of 
students  with  special  health  support 
needs,  in  the  1987-88  fiscal  year, 
the  Home  Care  Program  provided 
specialized  treatment  services  for 
approximately  8000  students. 


Provincial  Schools 

The  Provincial  Schools  provide 
education  programs  for  students  with 
physical  and/or  learning  disabilities. 
These  schools  also  offer  teacher  edu- 
cation programs  and  serve  as  resource 
centres  for  local  school  boards. 

During  the  1987-88  fiscal  year,  the 
education  programs  in  four  Training 
Schools  and  in  one  remaining 
Developmental  Centre  School  were 
transferred  to  local  school  boards. 

Demonstration  Schools 

The  ministry  provides  the  services  of 
four  Demonstration  Schools  for  stu- 
dents with  severe  learning  disabilities 
who  require  a  residential  school  set- 
ting: the  Trillium  School  in  Milton,  the 
Centre  Jules-Leger  in  Ottawa,  the 
Sagonaska  School  in  Belleville,  and 
the  Robarts  School  in  London.  These 
Demonstration  Schools  provide  spe- 
cial residential  education  programs  for 
students  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
twenty-one.  One  of  the  basic  objec- 
tives of  these  schools  is  to  develop  the 
abilities  of  the  students  to  the  point 
where  they  will  be  able  to  return  to 
the  local  programs  operated  by 
school  boards. 

The  Trillium,  Sagonaska,  and  Robarts 
schools  are  operated  directly  by  the 
Ministry  of  Education,  with  English 
as  the  language  of  instruction.  The 
Trillium  and  Sagonaska  schools  each 
have  an  enrolment  of  thirty-two 
severely  learning-disabled  students; 
the  Robarts  program  accommodates 
twenty-five  students  with  severe 
learning  disabilities. 

The  Centre  Jules-Leger  is  funded  by 
the  Ministry  of  Education  under  a 
contractual  agreement  with  the  Faculty 
of  Education  of  the  University  of 
Ottawa.  The  Faculty  of  Education  is 
responsible  for  the  delivery  of  the 
education  program,  at  the  centre,  for 


Francophone  students  with  severe 
learning  disabilities  and  hearing 
impairments. 

An  in-service  teacher  education 
component  is  provided  at  all  four 
Demonstration  Schools.  This  service 
is  designed  so  that  methodologies  and 
materials  can  be  shared  with  locally 
operated  programs  across  the  province. 

Training  Schools 

The  Ministry  of  Education  continued 
to  operate  the  education  programs 
in  the  Training  Schools  during  the 
1987-88  fiscal  year,  while  negotiations 
were  taking  place  to  transfer  responsi- 
bility for  these  programs  to  school 
boards.  The  residential  component  of 
these  schools  is  operated  either  by  the 
Ministry  of  Community  and  Social 
Services  or  the  Ministry  of  Correctional 
Services  under  the  Young  Offenders 
Act  or  the  Children's  Mental  Health 
Act.  The  Training  Schools  accommo- 
date students  of  both  sexes  from 
twelve  to  seventeen  years  of  age  who 
have  been  charged  and  are  awaiting 
trial,  have  been  charged  and  sentenced, 
or  have  been  admitted  for  specific 
treatment. 

The  Ministry  of  Community  and  Social 
Services  operates  one  Training  School 
for  youths  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years 
of  age.  The  Ministry  of  Correctional 
Services  operates  three  Training 
Schools  for  sixteen-  and  seventeen- 
year-old  offenders. 

Educational  programs  are  operated  on 
a  co-operative  basis  with  other  facility- 
based  programs.  Regular,  remedial, 
and  special  education  programs  are 
provided  at  both  the  elementary  and 
secondary  school  levels.  In  addition  to 
the  core  subjects,  extensive  vocational 
and  life-skills  courses  are  offered. 
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Schools  for  the  Blind  and 
the  Deaf 

The  W  Ross  Macclonald  School  in 
Brantford  had  an  enrolment  of  21 1  stu- 
dents during  the  1987-88  school  year. 
The  school  program,  which  provides 
education  of  a  high  standard  tailored 
to  the  needs  of  visually  impaired  stu- 
dents, prepares  these  students  to  live 
independently  in  an  environment  that 
is  not  artificially  sheltered.  In  order 
that  students  may  continue  to  experi- 
ence the  benefits  of  a  family  setting, 
transportation  home  is  provided 
weekly,  if  feasible.  Students  from  north- 
ern Ontario  have  the  opportunity  to 
travel  to  their  homes  at  least  once  a 
month  for  extended  weekends. 

The  school's  curriculum  is  based  on 
the  provincial  curriculum  guidelines 
used  to  develop  programs  for  all 
students  in  the  province.  The  school 
offers  a  full  elementary  and  secondary 
program,  from  Grade  1  to  Grade  12 
(including  Ontario  Academic  Courses). 

The  Faculty  of  Education  of  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario,  in 
association  with  the  Ministry  of 
Education,  offers  a  training  program 
at  the  school  for  teachers  of  both 
English-  and  French-speaking  visually 
impaired  students. 

Through  workshops,  seminars,  special 
courses,  consultations,  and  the 
increased  distribution  of  free  large- 
print  textbooks  to  schools,  the  W  Ross 
Macdonald  School  has  expanded  its 
role  as  a  provincial  centre  for  the  visu- 
ally impaired.  It  has  also  assumed  a 
co-ordinating  role  in  providing  audio 
and  braille  materials  to  school-age 
and  postsecondary  students  through- 
out the  province.  The  school  also  offers 
professsional  services  and  guidance  in 
the  field  of  education  for  the  visually 
impaired  to  other  provincial  ministries 
of  education. 


The  W  Ross  Macdonald  School  pro- 
vides one  of  the  leading  programs  in 
North  America  for  multihandicapped 
deaf-blind  students.  The  program 
serves  deaf-blind  students  from 
British  Columbia,  Alberta,  Manitoba, 
and  Saskatchewan  as  well  as  Ontario. 
In  1987-88,  there  were  40  students 
in  the  residential  program.  Extensive 
resource  services  were  also  provided 
by  the  school  to  maintain  an  addi- 
tional 130  preschool  and  school-age 
deaf-blind  children  in  their  home 
communities  throughout  Ontario. 

The  ministry  operates  three  schools 
for  the  hearing  impaired:  the  Sir  James 
Whitney  School  in  Belleville,  the 
Ernest  C.  Drury  School  in  Milton, 
and  the  Robarts  School  in  London.  All 
three  are  regional  resource  centres  for 
the  hearing  impaired  and  provide  a 
broad  range  of  services  to  families, 
school  boards,  and  agencies.  These 
services  include  audiological  and 
psychological  assessment,  educational 
programming,  consultation  in  support 
of  local  programs,  preschool  visits, 
family  counselling,  and  the  provision 
of  information  to  the  public. 

The  Robarts  School,  with  an  enrol- 
ment of  58  residential  and  49  day 
students,  and  the  Ernest  C.  Drury 
School,  with  an  enrolment  of  52  resi- 
dential and  177  day  students,  offer 
five-day-a-week  residential  programs, 
with  all  residential  students  returning 
home  each  weekend.  The  Sir  James 
Whitney  School,  which  serves  the  dis- 
tant northern  areas  of  Ontario,  has 
124  residential  and  72  day  students 
and  provides  a  seven-day-a-week  resi- 
dential program  throughout  the  school 
year.  It  makes  provision  for  weekly 
trips  home  for  more  than  half  of  its 
resident  students;  on  average,  all  stu- 
dents manage  to  return  to  their  homes 
every  third  week. 


In  addition  to  the  specialized  training 
that  they  offer,  the  schools  for  the 
hearing  impaired  provide  educational 
programming  from  Kindergarten  to 
Grade  12,  encompassing  a  comprehen- 
sive range  of  elementary,  secondary, 
vocational,  life-skills,  and  co-operative 
education  course  options. 

In  1987,  sixteen  graduates  from  the 
Ontario  schools  for  the  deaf  were 
accepted  at  Gallaudet  College  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  the  only  recognized 
liberal  arts  college  for  the  deaf  in  the 
world.  Twenty-two  graduates  entered 
other  postsecondary  programs  and 
job  training  programs,  twenty  entered 
regular  employment,  and  two  entered 
sheltered  employment. 

The  ministry  has  recently  established 
a  planning  and  advisory  committee 
for  the  Robarts  School,  which  will 
provide  advice  and  information  on 
matters  relating  to  the  future  organi- 
zation, administration,  and  governance 
of  the  school.  Recommendations  from 
the  committee  will  assist  the  ministry 
in  forming  plans  for  the  future  of  all 
the  Provincial  Schools. 

The  Teacher  Education  Centre  in 
Belleville  provides  a  one-year  post- 
graduate training  program  for  certifi- 
cated teachers  and  selected  university 
graduates  with  hearing  impairments. 
This  program  prepares  trainees  to 
work  in  schools  and  classes  for  the 
hearing  impaired.  In  1987-88,  fifteen 
trainees  were  enrolled  at  the  centre 
and  received  the  Ontario  Diploma  in 
Deaf  Education  on  completion  of 
their  studies. 
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Franco-Ontarian 
Education 


During  the  1987-88  fiscal  year,  great  prog- 
ress has  been  made  in  the  area  of  governance 
of  French-language  education.  Following 
the  adoption  in  1986  of  Bill  75,  under  the 
title  An  Act  to  amend  the  Education  Act 
and  the  Municipality  of  Metropolitan 
Toronto  Act,  which  deals  with  the  govern- 
ance of  French-language  education,  the 
Government  of  Ontario  prepared  draft  leg- 
islation for  the  establishment  of  a  French- 
language  school  board  in  Ottawa-Carleton. 
A  consultation  document  containing  the 
major  policy  directions  that  will  be  included 
in  the  new  legislation  was  widely  distri- 
buted. When  the  bill  is  enacted,  this  new 
board  will  operate  all  public  and  Roman 
Catholic  French-language  instructional  units 
and  programs  in  the  Regional  Municipality 
of  Ottawa-Carleton.  The  board  will  consist 
of  two  sectors,  one  for  public  schools  and 
the  other  for  separate  schools.  Each  sector 
will  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  certain 
areas  (i.e.,  the  planning,  establishing,  and 
financing  of  schools)  and  will  have  common 
jurisdiction  in  other  areas  (i.e.,  establishing 
and  maintaining  the  head  office  of  the  board). 


A  study  was  initiated  by  the  ministry  to 
examine  the  demographic  trends  of  the 
French-speaking  population  of  Ontario 
in  order  to  forecast  their  impact  on  school 
enrolments.  The  report  should  be  available 
in  1989. 

With  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  French- 
speaking  Ontarians  to  manage  French- 
language  schools,  it  became  necessary  to 
identify  French-speaking  ratepayers  so  that 
they  would  be  able  to  elect  trustees  in 
municipal  elections.  The  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion has  worked  jointly  with  the  Ministries 
of  Municipal  Affairs  and  Revenue  to  prepare 
a  new  enumeration  form,  on  which  French- 
speaking  electors  will  be  able  to  identify 
themselves.  Voters'  lists  in  each  municipal- 
ity will  be  prepared  using  this  information. 


Independent 
Learning  Centre 


During  the  1987-88  fiscal  year,  demand  for 
the  distance  education  services  provided  by 
the  Independent  Learning  Centre  (ILC) 
continued  to  increase.  Overall  enrolment 
increased  by  7  per  cent,  and  enrolment 
in  French-language  courses  increased  by 
20  per  cent.  Sales  of  learning  materials  to 
school  boards  and  other  organizations  grew 
by  46  per  cent,  resulting  in  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  independent  study  options 
available  at  the  local  level,  in  both  continu- 
ing education  and  day-school  programs. 

To  meet  the  need  for  greater  local  access 
to  ILC  services,  storefront  facilities  were 
established  in  Ottawa  and  London,  in  co- 
operation with  local  school  boards,  and  at 
many  sites  in  northern  Ontario.  These  facil- 
ities permit  local  residents  to  enrol  in  and 
receive  ILC  courses  in  person. 


Through  the  ILC  Day-School  Program,  more 
full-time  secondary  school  students  were 
given  the  opportunity  to  enrol  in  courses 
that  were  not  available  in  their  schools. 
New  approaches  to  the  integration  of  ILC 
courses  into  regular  programming  at  sec- 
ondary schools  have  improved  the  success 
rate  of  the  program.  Several  schools  now 
include  ILC  courses  on  the  regular  day- 
school  timetable,  have  their  teachers  assist 
in  tutoring  and  monitoring  the  courses,  and 
require  students  to  complete  the  courses 
during  the  school  year. 

A  significant  research  activity  undertaken 
by  ILC  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  a 
follow-up  survey  of  students  who  had  com- 
pleted Grade  13  by  correspondence  between 
1979  and  1985.  The  results  indicate  that 
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ILC's  graduates  become  successful  univer- 
sity students.  For  example,  of  43  per  cent  of 
ILC's  graduates  who  had  enrolled  in  univer- 
sity, only  3  per  cent  had  dropped  out. 

The  year  ended  with  the  annual  series  of 
receptions  to  honour  the  students  who  had 
achieved  excellence  in  their  ILC  studies. 
Seventy-one  students  received  merit  awards 
in  ceremonies  held  across  the  province  in 
London,  Kitchener,  Toronto,  Hamilton, 
Peterborough,  Kingston,  Ottawa,  and 
Thunder  Bay.  The  youngest  ILC  award- 
winning  graduate  was  19;  the  oldest,  83. 
Despite  the  difference  in  their  ages,  both 
of  these  students  graduated  from  Grade  13 
with  high  marks  and  both  have  enrolled 
in  university. 


The  Independent  Learning  Centre  Student 
Guide,  a  bilingual  publication,  contains 
course  descriptions  as  well  as  information 
on  eligibility,  application  procedures,  and 
other  related  items. 


Education  Liaison 
and  Exchange 


The  activities  in  which  the  Education  Liaison 
and  Exchange  Branch  was  involved  during 
the  1987-88  fiscal  year  are  outlined  below. 

Education  Week 

Each  year  the  Education  Liaison  and 
Exchange  Branch  works  with  school  boards 
to  prepare  for  the  annual  Education  Week 


celebration.  In  1987,  the  official  opening 
ceremonies  for  Education  Week  were  hosted 
by  the  Kenora  Board  of  Education,  the 
Kenora  District  Roman  Catholic  Separate 
School  Board,  and  Confederation  College 
of  Applied  Arts  and  Technology. 

The  students  and  teachers  in  the  Kenora 
region  worked  together  to  present  a  delight- 
ful opening  ceremony  on  April  26.  The 
lively  songs,  skits,  and  speeches  presented 
by  the  students  highlighted  the  commu- 
nity's commitment  to  the  Education  Week 
theme,  "Come  Learn  With  Me  —  Apprenons 
ensemble". 


Educator  Exchanges 

The  educator  exchange  program  continued 
to  thrive  in  1987-88.  At  the  international 
level,  twenty-five  exchanges  were  made  with 
the  United  Kingdom,  one  with  the  United 
States,  forty-four  with  Australia,  and  seven 
with  New  Zealand. 
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At  the  interprovincial  level,  six 
exchanges  were  completed -four  with 
British  Columbia,  one  with  Alberta, 
and  one  with  Nova  Scotia. 

Two  other  exchange  programs  contin- 
ued to  be  successful.  Four  Ontario 
superintendents  exchanged  with  their 
counterparts  in  the  United  Kingdom 
for  one-month  to  six-week  periods, 
and  two  Ontario  principals  exchanged 
with  principals  from  Quebec  for 
one-week  periods. 

Interchange  on  Canadian 
Studies 

The  Interchange  on  Canadian  Studies 
is  a  week-long  forum  on  national  issues 
for  students  from  across  Canada.  It  is 
held  in  a  different  province  or  terri- 
tory each  year  in  late  April  or  early 
May.  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  students 
with  an  opportunity  to  examine  issues 
relevant  to  Canadian  concerns  and  to 
increase  their  understanding  of  Cana- 
da's cultural  diversity  and  its  identity 
as  a  nation.  The  program  receives 
funding  assistance  from  the  federal 
Department  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  1987,  fifteen  Ontario  students  were 
given  a  two-day  orientation  in  Toronto; 
they  then  travelled  to  Brandon,  Mani- 
toba, for  the  conference,  where  they 
stayed  with  local  students.  During  the 
summer,  the  Ontario  students  recip- 
rocated by  hosting  their  Brandon  part- 
ners during  an  exchange  visit. 

Liaison  Services 

The  Liaison  Services  Section  was 
formed  in  1987  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  liaison  with  groups  that 
have  a  major  interest  in  education  — 
parents,  teachers,  trustees,  and  super- 
visory officers.  During  the  1987-88 
fiscal  year,  more  than  twenty  meetings 
were  held  between  the  Minister  or  the 
Deputy  Minister  and  representatives 
of  these  groups,  to  provide  them  with 
information  on  new  legislation,  policy 
development,  and  significant  research 
related  to  education. 


This  new  section  will  also  explore  the 
possibility  of  forming  partnerships  and 
maintaining  liaison  with  other  groups 
and  organizations  in  the  private  and 
public  sectors,  such  as  the  business 
community  and  organized  labour. 

Official-Language  Monitor 
Program 

The  Official-Language  Monitor  Pro- 
gram, which  consists  of  both  a  part- 
time  and  a  full-time  program,  is 
co-ordinated  by  the  Council  of  Min- 
isters of  Education,  Canada,  and 
administered  in  each  province  by  its 
ministry  of  education. 

The  Part-Time  Monitor  Program  is 
designed  to  encourage  bilingual  post- 
secondary  students,  who  are  attending 
a  university  or  college  in  a  province  or 
area  where  their  mother  tongue  is  the 
second  language,  to  act  as  part-time 
teaching  monitors  of  French  or  English 
as  a  second  language  for  eight  hours 
per  week. 

The  Full-Time  Monitor  Program 
encourages  Francophones  who  have 
completed  at  least  one  year  of  univer- 
sity to  work  as  full-time  monitors  for 
twenty-five  hours  per  week  in  centres 
that  are  distant  from  a  university. 

Salary  allowances  paid  to  the  monitors 
are  provided  by  the  federal  Depart- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  1987-88,  a  total  of  512  students 
from  Ontario  and  other  provinces 
worked  as  monitors  in  schools, 
colleges,  and  universities  in  Ontario, 
and  285  Ontario  students  were  placed 
as  monitors  throughout  Canada. 

Ontario  French  Assistants 
Program 

This  exchange  program  is  adminis- 
tered co-operatively  by  the  French 
consulate  and  the  Ministry  of 
Education.  By  providing  opportunities 
for  graduate  students  from  France  and 


Ontario  to  work  as  full-time  second- 
language  assistants,  the  program 
encourages  an  exchange  of  culture 
and  language.  Students  are  also  able 
to  take  one  university  course  during 
the  exchange. 

Three  university  students  from  France 
worked  as  French-as-a-second- 
language  assistants  in  the  elementary 
and  secondary  schools  of  two  school 
boards.  In  exchange,  three  students 
from  Ontario  worked  as  English-as-a- 
second-language  assistants  in  schools 
in  France. 

Ontario-Quebec 
Class-Twinning  Program 

The  Ontario-Quebec  Class-Twinning 
Program  provides  opportunities  for 
students  to  exchange  ideas  and  infor- 
mation through  correspondence  with 
their  peers  in  the  other  province.  This 
exchange  increases  students'  under- 
standing of  one  another  and  fosters 
friendships.  Thirty-seven  Ontario 
classes  were  twinned  with  classes  in 
Quebec  in  1987-88. 

The  Ontario  Secondary 
School  Students'  Association 

The  Ontario  Secondary  School 
Students'  Association  (OSSSA)  is  a 
provincial  organization  run  by  and  for 
students  involved  in  student  council 
activities,  with  the  objectives  of 
promoting  communication  and  co- 
operation among  student  councils  in 
Ontario,  providing  leadership  training, 
and  representing  the  interests  of 
student  councils  in  dealing  with  the 
Ministry  of  Education  and  other  orga- 
nizations. The  ministry  provides  the 
association  with  an  adviser  and 
financial  assistance  for  its  cabinet 
meetings. 

The  OSSSA  cabinet  is  composed  of 
twelve  elected  members,  each  from  a 
different  region  of  Ontario.  Each  cabi- 
net member  is  responsible  for  forming 
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a  regional  council  and  for  planning 
and  holding  a  regional  leadership  con- 
ference for  secondary  school  students 
in  his  or  her  region.  In  1987-88,  almost 
1000  students  from  200  secondary 
schools  attended  the  conferences. 

Ontario  Student  Leadership 
Centre 

The  Ontario  Student  Leadership 
Centre  on  Lake  Couchiching,  near 
Longford  Mills,  held  eleven  student 
leadership  courses  in  seven  different 
subject  areas  from  the  end  of  May 
until  the  end  of  September.  The  total 
number  of  students  who  took  part  in 
the  courses  was  1405  and  included 
seven  hearing  impaired  students  from 
ministry-operated  provincial  schools 
and  their  interpreters. 

Programs  were  staffed  by  qualified 
teachers  from  school  boards,  universi- 
ties, the  Ministry  of  Education,  and 
professional  organizations.  In  addition 
to  participants  in  the  ministry  pro- 
grams, youth  and  adult  groups  used 
the  centre  during  May  September, 
and  October. 

Ontario  Young  Travellers 

The  Ontario  Young  Travellers  program 
provides  financial  assistance  to  help 
defray  transportation  and  accommo- 
dation costs  for  students  from  North- 
ern Ontario  whose  education  might 


be  enhanced  by  a  visit  to  the  provin- 
cial capital  and  who  might  benefit 
from  the  cultural  and  educational 
resources  available  there.  In  1987-88, 
a  total  of  6600  students  from 
171  (Schools  in  Northern  Ontario 
visited  Toronto. 

The  program  is  available  to  Grade  8, 
senior  elementary,  special  education, 
and  mixed  Grade  7  and  8  classes,  as 
well  as  Grade  7  classes  (if  Grade  7  is 
the  last  grade  in  an  elementary  school). 

Seminars  for  Educators  From 
Western  Europe 

Each  summer,  the  ministry  organizes 
two  two- week  seminars  in  Canadian 
studies  for  eighty  educators  from 
Western  Europe.  These  programs 
parallel  seminars  open  to  Ontario 
educators  in  European  countries. 

Candidates  pay  a  nominal  course  fee. 
The  Ministry  of  Education  provides 
the  staff  and  organizes  the  program, 
and  the  federal  Department  of  Exter- 
nal Affairs  provides  a  living-allowance 
subsidy.  The  academic  and  cultural 
program  includes  lectures  designed  to 
give  visiting  educators  an  overview  of 
Canada  and  the  Canadian  education 
system,  cultural  excursions,  and 
contact  with  Ontario  educators. 

A  similar  program  with  a  focus  on 
Canadian  literature  is  organized  in 


co-operation  with  the  University  of 
Toronto's  Faculty  of  Education.  In 
1987-88,  twenty-five  English-as-a- 
second-language  teachers  from  France 
took  part  in  a  four-week  program. 

Seminars  in  Europe  for 
Ontario  Educators 

Eighteen  seminars  in  nine  Western 
European  countries  were  open  to 
Ontario  educators  during  the  March 
and  summer  vacation  periods.  Over 
440  educators  took  part  in  these  two- 
to  four- week  programs.  Seminars 
included  both  academic  and  cultural 
activities  designed  to  broaden  partici- 
pants' knowledge  of  the  host  country 
and  its  education  system,  politics, 
economics,  history,  culture,  and  arts, 
and,  in  some  cases,  to  increase  their 
language  fluency.  Some  seminars  were 
partially  subsidized  by  the  host  coun- 
try; others  were  fully  subsidized  and 
were  offered  to  Ontario  teachers  free 
of  charge. 

Student  Exchanges  and 
Educational  Trips 

A  record  number  of  Ontario  second- 
ary school  students  participated  in 
international  exchanges.  Five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  Ontario  students 
exchanged  with  students  from  France, 
Switzerland,  Germany,  Italy,  Spain,  and 
the  French  community  of  Belgium.  All 
were  three-month  exchanges  except 
for  the  Belgium  program,  which  was 
for  two  months.  Each  student  lived 
with  the  exchange  partner's  family 
and  attended  a  local  school. 

A  four-week  German-language  enrich- 
ment program  involving  twenty-five 
Ontario  secondary  school  students 
took  place  during  the  summer  of  1987. 
The  students  spent  the  first  three 
weeks  of  the  course  in  Kulmbach, 
Bavaria,  and  the  last  five  days  in 
Berlin.  A  three-week  French-language 
enrichment  program  near  Montreux, 
Switzerland,  was  attended  by  forty 
Ontario  students. 
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During  the  1987-88  school  year,  214  Ontario 
students  were  involved  in  a  three-month 
student  exchange  with  Quebec.  Arrange- 
ments for  this  program  are  similar  to  those 
for  the  international  exchanges. 

Students  from  more  than  fifty-two  French- 
language  schools  and  French  immersion 
classes  in  Ontario  travelled  to  French- 
speaking  centres  in  Quebec  for  short  educa- 
tional visits  in  1987-88.  In  addition,  funding 
assistance  was  provided  so  that  students 
from  more  than  thirty-nine  French-language 
Ontario  schools  could  participate  in  short- 
term  visits  or  exchanges  with  students  from 
other  Ontario  schools.  Financial  assistance 
was  also  given  to  school  boards  to  help  them 
organize  French  cultural  activities  for 
students  from  French-language  schools  and 
French  immersion  classes. 


Summer  Experience  '87 

The  Summer  Experience  program,  admin- 
istered by  the  Ministry  of  Education  and 
funded  by  the  Ministry  of  Skills  Develop- 
ment, provides  summer  employment  for 
students. 

The  Educational  Projects  portion  of  the 
program  is  run  in  co-operation  with  school 
boards.  The  boards  are  invited  to  submit 
applications  to  the  ministry  for  projects  of 
an  educational  nature,  such  as  tutoring  or 
the  preparation  of  educational  kits.  These 
projects  are  considered  on  the  basis  of  merit 
and  geographical  distribution.  Two  hundred 
projects  were  approved  by  the  ministry  for 
the  summer  of  1987,  and,  through  grants 
from  the  ministry,  652  students  were  hired 
by  school  boards  to  work  on  the  projects. 
An  additional  six  students  were  employed 
directly  by  the  ministry. 


Learning 
Materials 


Circular  14 

The  1988  edition  of  Circular  14,  the  annual 
publication  listing  all  textual  materials  that 
have  been  reviewed  and  approved  for  use  in 
Ontario  schools,  contained  seventy-two  new 
English-language  and  sixteen  new  French- 
language  titles.  In  selecting  textual  materi- 
als for  use  in  a  subject  area,  a  school  must 
choose  from  those  listed  in  Circular  14, 
unless  permission  to  use  unlisted  materials 
has  been  granted  by  the  Minister  of 
Education.  Approximately  95  per  cent  of  the 
materials  currently  listed  in  Circular  14  are 
of  Canadian  authorship  and  manufacture. 

Learning  Materials  Development 
Plan 


This  plan  provides  assistance  for  the  devel- 
opment of  learning  materials  for  English- 
speaking  students  —  that  is,  English- 
language  materials  and  those  for  learning 
French  as  a  second  language. 

In  1987-88,  twenty-three  English-language 
projects  and  seven  French-as-a-second- 
language  projects  were  funded  through  this 
plan.  The  projects  included  elementary  and 
secondary  science  textbooks,  non-print 
materials  for  Native-as-a-second-language 
programs,  materials  related  to  the  computer 
applications  portion  of  business  studies 
courses,  materials  related  to  multicultural 
studies,  and  print  and  non-print  materials 
for  learning  French  as  a  second  language  in 
core  and  immersion  programs  at  both  the 
elementary  and  secondary  levels. 


The  purpose  of  the  Learning  Materials 
Development  Plan  is  to  encourage  the 
development  and  production  of  Canadian 
learning  materials.  It  is  designed  primarily 
to  meet  needs  for  learning  materials  that 
might  not  otherwise  be  met  because  of 
prevailing  market  conditions. 
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Program 
Implementation 
and  Review 


The  Ministry  of  Education  is  committed  to 
monitoring  current  programs  in  Ontario 
schools  and  keeping  the  public  informed 
about  the  effectiveness  of  the  educational 
system.  This  is  done  primarily  through  the 
Provincial  Review  program  of  the  Program 
Implementation  and  Review  Branch. 

During  the  spring  of  1987,  a  new  form  of 
Provincial  Review  was  piloted  in  Canadian 
Studies  Geography.  Information  on  program 
planning,  instructional  methods,  and 
student  achievement  was  collected  from 
16  000  Grade  9  and  10  students  in  140  sec- 
ondary schools.  The  information  was 
analysed  and  the  results  sent  to  each  of  the 
twenty-six  participating  school  boards. 

Provincial  Reviews  for  Senior  Division  chem- 
istry and  physics  were  conducted  during 
the  1987-88  school  year. 

The  assessment  initiative  entitled  Ontario 
Academic  Course  Teacher  In-Service  Pro- 
gram, which  is  designed  to  ensure  greater 
consistency  in  the  evaluation  of  student 
achievement  in  OACs  at  the  classroom  level, 
continued  in  1987-88.  Studies  of  current 
methods  of  evaluation  in  two  business  stud- 
ies OACs,  accounting  and  economics,  were 
under  way  in  English-  and  French-language 
schools,  and  handbooks  for  teachers  are 
planned.  Workshops  for  teachers  of  these 
two  OACs  are  scheduled  for  the  fall  of  1988. 


In  English,  all  secondary  schools  in  the 
province  have  been  asked  to  submit  one 
English  OAC  I:  Language  and  Literature 
examination  as  well  as  three  students'  papers 
that  represent  a  school's  consensus  on  supe- 
rior, average,  and  low  achievement.  The 
results  of  this  Examination  Review  will  be 
made  available  in  a  provincial  report  and 
will  indicate  the  degree  to  which  secondary 
schools  in  Ontario  are  complying  with  the 
ministry's  expectations  regarding  English 
OAC  I  examinations. 

A  resource  guide  entitled  Curriculum 
Management  was  in  production  during  the 
past  fiscal  year.  This  document  is  designed  to 
assist  supervisory  officers  in  local  jurisdic- 
tions to  deal  effectively  with  the  curriculum 
review,  development,  and  implementation 
(CRDI)  process  as  they  develop  and  refine 
local  curriculum  management  procedures. 

In  1987-88,  forty  English-  and  French- 
language  schools  from  across  the  province 
participated  in  the  School  Improvement 
Program,  a  three-year  program  begun  in 
1986-87.  The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to 
develop  an  inventory  of  models,  strategies, 
and  practices  that  will  enhance  the  ability 
of  individual  schools  to  develop, 
implement,  and  review  curriculum. 

A  position  paper  on  compulsory  attend- 
ance was  developed  and  circulated  for 
response  in  1987-88.  New  legislation  in 
this  area  is  being  prepared.  In  the  area  of 
school  safety  and  health,  some  of  the  new 
curriculum  guidelines  (for  example,  the 
science  and  the  family  studies  guidelines) 
outline  principles  of  safety  in  the  class- 
room. Other  safety  and  health  concerns  are 
being  dealt  with  through  legislation  and 
regulations. 
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Grants 


Details  of  the  1988  General  Legislative 
Grants,  which  are  allocated  for  the  calendar 
year,  were  released  in  March.  Provincial 
grants  to  school  boards  for  1988  will  total 
$3891.7  million.  This  is  an  increase  of 
7.2  per  cent  over  the  1987  adjusted  alloca- 
tion of  $3630.9  million,  and  includes  an 
amount  of  $  193.6  million  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  separate  school  funding  exten- 
sion and  an  enrichment  of  $61.8  million  for 
the  funding  of  initiatives  announced  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  in  November  1987. 
These  initiatives  will  be  implemented  dur- 
ing a  three-year  period.  The  amount  of 
$61.8  million  represents  the  first  instal- 
ment of  the  total  funding  commitment.  The 
funds  will  be  used  to  reduce  class  size  in 
Grades  1  and  2  ($22.6  million);  to  increase 
purchases  of  computer  hardware  and  soft- 
ware ($13.4  million);  to  purchase  textbooks 
($  16.8  million)  and  learning  materials 
($6  million);  and  to  support  science  pro- 
grams in  the  Intermediate  Division 
($3  million). 

The  grants  for  special  education  have  been 
increased  in  1988  to  $215  per  pupil  at  the 
elementary  level  (from  $206  in  1987)  and 
$  154  at  the  secondary  level  (from  $  147  in 
1987).  The  per-pupil  amount  for  trainable  - 
retarded  pupils  has  been  increased  to  $4765 
in  1988,  from  $4560  in  1987. 

The  ministry  recognizes  that  boards  experi- 
encing declining  enrolments  are  unable  to 
reduce  their  fixed  costs  immediately.  Thus, 
the  declines  in  enrolment  experienced  by  a 
board  between  1986  and  1987  and  between 
1987  and  1988  have  been  recognized  for 
grant  assistance  in  1988.  However,  it  should 
be  noted  that  total  provincial  elementary 
and  secondary  enrolment  increased  by 
1.5  per  cent  in  1988. 

Funding  for  Heritage  Languages  programs 
has  been  increased  to  $36.00  per  classroom 
hour,  from  $34.50  in  1987. 


The  new  funding  method  that  was  intro- 
duced in  1987  for  approved  continuing 
education  programs,  for  the  in-class  por- 
tion of  driver  education  courses,  and  for 
summer  school  programs  for  secondary 
school  pupils  will  also  be  used  in  1988.  The 
grant  of  $  1986  per  full-time  equivalent  pupil 
enrolled  in  one  of  these  programs  will  be 
paid  in  full  by  the  province  and  increased 
by  the  board's  grant  weighting  factor. 

The  additional  allowances  to  help 
boards  replace  technical  and  voca- 
tional equipment  have  been  continued. 

Grants  for  the  teaching  of  French  both 
as  a  first  and  as  a  second  language 
have  been  increased  by  approximately 
4.5  per  cent  over  the  1987  levels. 

The  grant  for  Native-language-as-a-second- 
language  programs  that  came  into  effect  in 
September  1987  has  been  continued  in 
1988.  The  grant  is  similar  to  that  provided 
for  French-as-a-second-language  programs. 
In  addition,  a  start-up  grant  of  $200  per 
pupil  enrolled  in  a  Native-language-as-a- 
second-language  program  will  be  provided 
during  the  first  five  years  of  the  program. 

The  maximum  ordinary  expenditures  per 
pupil  recognized  by  the  ministry  for  grant 
purposes  have  also  been  increased.  The 
ceiling  for  elementary  school  pupils  has 
been  raised  to  $2856  from  $2710  in  1987. 
The  ceiling  for  secondary  school  pupils  has 
been  raised  to  $3791  from  $3621  in  1987. 
The  basic  grant-ceiling  figures  are  adjusted 
upwards  by  weighting  factors  to  give  boards 
extra  grants  to  compensate  for  unusually 
high  costs  related  to  the  provision  of  certain 
programs  and  to  local  factors  such  as  sparse 
population  and  geographical  location. 
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The  amounts  paid  to  school  boards  out  of 
the  Ministry  of  Education's  general  legisla- 
tive grants  vary  from  board  to  board, 
depending  on  the  individual  board's  ability 
to  raise  revenues  from  local  assessment. 
The  Ministry  of  Education  has  introduced  a 
new  assessment  equalization  formula  for 
calculating  provincial  grants  to  school 
boards  and  determining  a  municipality's 
share  of  the  school  board's  requisition.  The 
new  approach,  which  became  effective  in 
1988,  uses  updated  assessment  equaliza- 
tion factors.  The  changes  that  result  from 
this  new  formula  will  be  phased-in  over  a 
number  of  years. 

The  capital  funding  both  of  projects  that 
provide  school  accommodations  in  new 
housing  developments  and  of  building 
improvement  projects  related  to  student 
health,  fire  safety,  roofing  repairs,  and 


heating-equipment  replacements  continue 
to  be  a  priority.  An  amount  of  $226.4  mil- 
lion in  capital  funds  for  construction  and 
renovations  will  be  made  available  in  the 
1988-89  fiscal  year.  This  amount  will 
include  $20  million  for  projects  specifically 
related  to  Roman  Catholic  separate  school 
extension  -  additions,  alterations,  and 
renovations  to  existing  facilities  and 
construction  of  new  schools. 

An  additional  $11.1  million  will  be  made 
available  in  1988-89  for  the  construction  of 
child  care  centres  in  all  new  schools. 


During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  following 
new  pieces  of  legislation  were  developed  by 
the  Legislation  Branch  and  presented  before 
the  Legislative  Assembly  by  the  Minister: 

►  Bill  125  (formerly  Bill  76),  which  changes 
the  basis  for  trustee  apportionment  from 
property  assessment  to  total  population 
of  resident  supporters  and  electors  of 

a  school  board; 

►  Bill  109,  which  provides  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  French-language  school  board 
in  the  Ottawa-Carleton  region; 


Bill  69  (an  Omnibus  Bill),  which  pro- 
poses amendments  to  the  Education  Act 
in  various  areas,  including  finance, 
French-language  governance,  and  the 
powers  of  school  boards; 
Bill  70,  which  provides  for  a  third  form 
of  contract  -  a  new  form  of  contract  for 
continuing  education  teachers  only; 
Bill  100,  which  deals  with  the  right  of 
municipalities  to  appeal  to  the  Ontario 
Municipal  Board  with  respect  to  divisional 
board  apportionments. 
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Affirmative 
Action/ 
Employment 
Equity 


The  Ministry  of  Education  and  Ontario's 
school  boards  are  committed  to  the  princi- 
ple of  employment  equity.  Their  goal  is  to 
increase  the  number  of  women  employees 
and  diversify  their  occupational  distribu- 
tion to  a  minimum  of  30  per  cent  in  all 
occupational  categories  by  the  year  2000. 

The  school  boards  have  already  made  sig- 
nificant progress  in  this  area,  as  can  be 
seen  by  their  extensive  involvement  in  the 
Affirmative  Action/Employment  Equity 
Incentive  Fund. 

The  incentive  fund,  which  was  launched 
late  in  1984  and  extended  for  three  years 
in  December  1986,  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Ontario  Women's  Directorate  and  the 
Ministry  of  Education.  The  fund  provides 
grants  for  school  boards  to  assist  them  in 
developing  and  implementing  affirmative 
action/employment  equity  programs  for 
their  women  employees.  Each  participating 
school  board  may  receive  funding  of  up  to 
$51  000  for  a  maximum  period  of  three 
years  during  the  five-year  term  of  the  incen- 
tive fund,  from  1985  to  1989. 

By  the  end  of  March  1988,  about  $788  000 
had  been  sent  to  fifty-one  school  boards  for 
affirmative  action/employment  equity  proj- 
ects that  were  to  operate  between  January  1 
and  December  31,  1988.  Overall,  102  school 
boards  have  received  a  total  of  just  over 
$4  million  since  1985. 

Some  school  boards  also  received  one-time 
special  grants  of  up  to  $3000  to  cover  the 
costs  of  consulting  fees  paid  for  a  project 
that  will  serve  as  the  basis  for  developing  a 
comprehensive  employment  equity  plan. 

Forty-one  school  boards  had  received  the 
maximum  grant  available  by  the  end  of  1987. 
It  is  anticipated  that  these  school  boards 
will  continue  to  implement  special  mea- 
sures for  women  employees  as  part  of  their 
overall  human  resources  management  plans. 


Many  school  boards  are  participating  in  the 
Affirmative  Action /Employment  Equity 
Network  for  School  Boards,  which  provides 
an  opportunity  for  those  involved  in  affir- 
mative action/employment  equity  programs 
to  identify  significant  issues  to  be  addressed 
and  to  exchange  program  information, 
resources,  new  methods  for  meeting  objec- 
tives, and  success  stories.  The  Ministry 
of  Education  and  the  Ontario  Women's 
Directorate  made  plans  during  1987-88  to 
host  the  spring  meeting  of  the  network  in 
April  1988. 

With  assistance  from  the  regional  offices  of 
the  ministry,  school  boards  have  also  formed 
regional  networks  to  allow  affirmative  action 
co-ordinators  to  meet  to  discuss  significant 
issues  pertaining  to  their  particular  region. 

Network  Newsline,  a  newsletter  of  the  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Unit,  was 
launched  in  the  fall  of  1987  to  provide 
information  about  school  board  affirmative 
action/employment  equity  programs. 

Policy /Program  Memorandum  No.  102, 
issued  in  January  1988,  asks  chief  executive 
officers  of  school  boards  to  include  a  sec- 
tion in  their  annual  reports  that  provides 
information  on  the  board's  initiatives  con- 
cerning affirmative  action /employment 
equity  for  their  women  employees. 

Three  school  boards  have  been  recognized 
by  the  Ontario  Women's  Directorate  for 
outstanding  achievements  in  implementa- 
tion of  employment  equity  for  women 
employees  and  have  received  awards  for 
their  programs. 

In  the  summer  of  1987,  ten  students  were 
given  employment  in  school  boards  in  the 
first  Affirmative  Action  in  School  Boards 
Summer  Experience  Program.  Fifteen  stu- 
dent placements  have  been  approved  for  the 
1988  Summer  Experience  Program. 
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Regional  Offices 


Regional  office  staff  are  involved  in  the 
delivery  and  supervision  of  ministry  policies 
and  programs  to  school  boards.  They  assist 
school  boards  by  reviewing  their  programs, 
particularly  as  they  relate  to  ministry 
guidelines  and  regulations. 

Regional  office  staff  also  contribute  to  the 
development  and  revision  of  ministry  policy 
by  evaluating  the  effectiveness  of  the  policy 
making  recommendations  for  amendments, 
and  providing  the  ministry  with  information 
on  current  developments  in  the  schools, 
boards,  and  communities  in  each  region. 
Their  knowledge  and  understanding  is 
essential  to  the  development  process  in  the 
curriculum,  financial,  and  legislative  areas. 


Regional  office  activities  include:  the 
clarification  and  interpretation  of  policy; 
the  monitoring  of  the  review,  development, 
and  implementation  processes  of  school 
boards;  the  provision  of  direct  services  to 
small  boards  in  the  areas  of  curriculum, 
supervision,  and  finance;  the  issuance  of  a 
variety  of  financial  and  curriculum 
approvals;  and  the  inspection  of  private 
schools. 


Advisory 
Committees 


The  Ministry  of  Education  continues  to 
consult  with  a  number  of  provincial  parent 
and  professional  associations  on  the  subject 
of  ministry  policies  and  procedures.  Much 
of  this  consultation  takes  place  in  commit- 
tees and  councils  that  include  representa- 
tives from  interested  groups. 


Council  for  Franco-Ontarian 
Education 

The  Council  for  Franco-Ontarian  Education 
was  established  by  Order-in-Council  on 
July  1,  1980.  The  role  of  the  council  is 
to  provide  advice  to  both  the  Minister  of 
Education  and  the  Minister  of  Colleges  and 
Universities  on  the  educational  needs  of 
French-speaking  students  in  Ontario  from 
the  elementary  to  the  postsecondary  level. 

During  the  1987-88  fiscal  year,  the  council 
submitted  various  recommendations  con- 
cerning French-language  postsecondary 
education,  and  continued  to  design  a 
blueprint  for  French-language  education  in 
the  province,  ranging  from  preschool  to 
university  education. 


Ministry  of  Education  Advisory 
Council  on  Special  Education 

The  Ministry  of  Education  Advisory 
Council  on  Special  Education  helps  ensure 
that  provincial  special  education  policies 
and  procedures  are  tailored  to  the  specific 
needs  of  exceptional  pupils.  Represented 
on  the  council  are  the  Ontario  Alliance  for 
Children,  the  Council  for  Exceptional  Chil- 
dren, the  Ontario  Council  of  Administrators 
of  Special  Education,  the  Ontario  Advisory 
Council  on  the  Physically  Handicapped,  the 
Ontario  Psychological  Association,  the 


Ontario  Association  of  Professional  Social 
Workers,  the  Ontario  Catholic  Supervisory 
Officers'  Association,  the  Ontario  Association 
of  Education  Administrative  Officials,  the 
Ontario  School  Trustees'  Council,  the 
Association  des  surintendants  franco-ontariens, 
the  Ontario  Teachers'  Federation,  and  the 
Ontario  Medical  Association. 


Ministerial 
Agencies  and 
Commissions 


Commission  for  Planning  and 
Implementing  Change  in 
Governance  and  Administration 
of  Secondary  Education 
in  Ontario 

This  eight-person  commission,  which  was 
appointed  on  July  26,  1984,  is  responsible 
for  the  overall  administration  of  the  imple- 
mentation of  separate  school  extension. 
The  new  chairman  of  the  commission  is 
William  J.  McCordic,  former  director  of 
education  of  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
School  Board. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  commission 
continued  to  advise  the  Minister  of  Education 
on  the  specific  means  by  which  the  govern- 
ment policy  on  Roman  Catholic  separate 
school  extension  could  best  be  carried  out. 


The  Languages  of  Instruction 
Commission  of  Ontario 

The  Languages  of  Instruction  Commission 
of  Ontario  was  established  in  1973  to  help 
resolve  conflicts  between  school  boards  and 
parents  over  the  provision  of  educational 
programs  in  the  language  of  the  minority 
group,  whether  English  or  French.  The 
commission  considers  matters  referred  to 
it  by  school  boards,  advisory  committees, 
French-language  or  English-language 
education  councils,  or,  in  some  cases,  by 
groups  of  ratepayers. 
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The  Provincial  Schools  Authority 


The  Provincial  Schools  Authority  is  the 
official  employer  of  the  teachers  in  provin- 
cial schools.  It  negotiates  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministries  of  Education  and  Correctional 
Services  with  the  organization  that  repre- 
sents the  teachers.  It  also  deals  with  prob- 
lems arising  from  the  administration  of  the 
agreements  reached. 


Note:  The  Education  Relations  Commission, 
the  Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Education, 
and  the  Teachers'  Superannuation  Commis- 
sion, which  report  through  the  Ministry  of 
Education,  have  tabled  their  reports  before 
the  Legislature,  as  required.  No  information 
on  these  agencies  is  provided  in  this  report. 


During  the  1987-88  fiscal  year,  a  total  of 
100  publications  were  produced  by  the 
Communication  Services  Branch.  This  is  a 
partial  list  of  publications  issued. 

Guidelines 

►  Ancient  Greek,  Ontario  Academic  Courses, 
1988  (English  and  French) 

►  Business  Studies  Series: 

-  Accounting,  Intermediate  and  Senior 
Divisions  and  OAC,  1 98  7  (French) 

-  Consumer  Studies,  Intermediate  and 
Senior  Divisions,  1987  (French) 

-  Integrated  Business  Programs,  Inter- 
mediate and  Senior  Divisions,  1987 

-  Marketing,  Intermediate  and  Senior 
Divisions,  1987 

-  Organizational  Studies,  Senior  Division 
and  OAC,  1987 

-  System  Support  Programs,  Intermediate 
and  Senior  Divisions,  1987 


►  Classical  Civilization,  Ontario  Academic 
Course,  1987  (English  and  French) 

►  Computer  Studies,  Ontario  Academic 
Course,  1987  (English  and  French) 

►  English,  Intermediate  and  Senior  Divisions, 
1987 

►  Family  Studies,  Intermediate  and  Senior 
Divisions  and  OAC,  1987 

►  Francais,  Cycles  intermediate  et  super ieur 
ei  cours  preuniversitaires  de  I'Ontario,  1987 

►  History  and  Contemporary  Studies,  Part  C: 
Senior  Division,  Grades  11  and  12,  1987 
(English  and  French) 

►  History  and  Contemporary  Studies,  Part  D: 
Ontario  Academic  Courses,  1987  (English 
and  French) 

►  Native  Languages,  Part  A:  Policy  and 
Program  Considerations,  Primary,  Junior, 
Intermediate,  and  Senior  Divisions,  1987 


►  Science  Series,  Intermediate  and  Senior 
Divisions,  1987: 

-  Part  1,  Program  Outline  and  Policy 

-  Part  2,  Science,  Grades  7  and  8 

-  Part  3,  Science,  Grades  9  and  10,  General 
Level 

-  Part  4,  Science,  Grades  9  and  10, 
Advanced  Level 

-  Part  5,  Science,  Grades  9  and  10,  Basic 
Level 

-  Part  12,  Biology,  Grade  11,  Advanced 
Level  and  the  OAC 

►  Technological  Studies  Series,  Intermediate 
and  Senior  Divisions: 

-  Part  B:  6.  Horticulture  Grouping,  1987 

-  PartC:  Ontario  Academic  Courses,  1987 

Support  Documents 

►  Ages  9  Through  12:  A  Resource  Book  for 
Teachers  (French) 

►  Continuing  Education:  A  Resource  Document 
(English  and  French) 


►  Education  About  AIDS  (English 
and  French) 

►  Geometry,  Junior  Division,  Curriculum 
Ideas  for  Teachers 

►  Vision 
Other 

►  After  8  (English  and  French 
brochure) 

►  Circular  24A,  J  98 7  (bilingual) 

►  Circular  14B,  1 98  7  (bilingual) 

►  Directory  of  Education,  1987-88 
(bilingual) 

►  Directory  of  School  Boards,  1987 
(bilingual) 

►  Education  Statistics,  1 986  (bilingual) 

►  Handbook  for  the  Ontario- 
International  Student  Exchange 
Program 

►  International  Professional 
Development  Seminars,  1988 
(bilingual  booklet) 

►  Inventory  of  Resource  Persons:  Race 
and  Ethnocultural  Equity  (bilingual 
booklet) 

►  Learning  Disabilities  (English  and 
French  brochure) 

►  Ontario  Secondary  School  Diploma 
(English  and  French  poster) 

►  Ontario  Study  of  the  Relevance  of 
Education,  and  the  Issue  of  Dropouts 
(English  and  French) 

►  Report  of  the  Prescott-Russell  School 
Boards  Study  Committee  (English 
and  French) 

►  Science  Is  Happening  Here:  A  Policy 
Statement  for  Science  in  the  Primary 
and  Junior  Divisions  (English  and 
French) 


